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DETAILED ACTION 

The application of IVIonnier for a "Device for limiting access to a confined space" 
filed March 13, 2002 has been examined. 
Claims 1-14 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dawson et al. (US# 5,488,660). 

Referring to claim 1 , Dawson et al. disclose a lock for limiting to a confined and 
secured space, including: 

a mechanical lock mechanism, 

a control circuit (22) (i.e. processor) for addressing commands to the motor 54, 

and 

a communication interface characterized in that said interface (42) is provided 
with a terminal arranged so as to be able to be connected, via terminal, at least 
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indirectly, to a computer type management system (52) (i.e. host) (i.e. see Figure 2), 
which is the only one to be able to allow the lock to be open, and in that all elements of 
said lock are arranged so as to able to be placed in said confined space, except for 
manipulation means of said mechanical control unit and connecting means (i.e. see 
Figure 2, connection between electronic lock 20 to the host system 52) from said 
terminal to said management system (col. 6 line 9 to col. 7 line 25). 

However, Dawson as silent on teaching in a bolt, an electromechanical device 
and a mechanical control unit arranged so as to run said bolt from one of said positions 
to the other. Dawson teaches conditioning to open is accomplished by activating or 
pulsing stepper motor 54 to complete a mechanical chain of elements to permit opening 
of the lock 16 (col. 8 lines 21-34; see Figure 2). 

Therefore, one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
recognize that "a bolt, an electromechanical device and a mechanical control unit 
arranged so as to run said bolt from one of said positions to the other" is silent disclosed 
by Dawson in order to carry out the opening of the lock 16. 

Referring to claim 2, Dawson discloses the lock of claim 1, characterized in that 
said control circuit includes: 

• a memory in which there is stored at least one item of data in 
correlation with a code capable of commanding the lock to open, 

• means for comparing the data and the code, and 
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•a pulse generator for operating the electromechanical device when there is a match 
between the code received and the stored data (col. 6 lines 29-61) . 

Referring to claim 3, Dawson discloses the lock of claim 2, characterized in that 
said memory is also arranged for keeping data relating to the last operations carded out 
and in that said control circuit is arranged to address data relating to said operations to 
said management system when it is commanded to do so (coL 6 lines 55-67). 

Referring to claims 4,12 and 13, Dawson discloses the lock of claims 1-3, 
characterized in that said interface is arranged to be exclusively connected to said 
management system (i.e. see Figure 2, connection between 42 and host 52). 

Referring to claim 14, Dawson discloses the lock of claim 1 characterized in that 
said interface and the control circuit are arranged such that the data originating from 
outside the lock and addressed to the input terminal conform to a protocol including: 
a first pulse train (T1) defining the device concerned, a second pulse train (T2) defining 
the total length of the message, a third pulse train (T3) including data relating to the 
command transmitted, and a fourth pulse train (T4) for checking that there are no errors 
(col. 6 line 43 to col. 7 line 25). 

Referring to claim 5, Dawson discloses a security device for controlling access 
confined and secured space including: a lock as claims 1 and 14 combined. Therefore, 
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claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons given with respect to claims 1 and 14 
combined. 

Referring to claim 6, Dawson disclose the system of claim 5, characterized in that 
said coordination device and said lock are arranged such that, unless prohibited by the 
management system, the opening of said lock can be controlled by said operator by 
acting on the data input means, by entering said code (col. 6 line 43 to col. 7 line 25). 



Referring to claim 7, Dawson disclose the system of claim 6, Dawson tech a vault 
12 with lock 16, it is obvious that Dawson teaches the system includes a plurality of 
locks and a bus connecting said locks to said coordination device. 

Referring to claim 8, Dawson discloses a cash dispenser (12) (i.e. vault) 
including: a lock for limiting access to a confined and secured space as claims 1 and 14 
combined. Therefore, claim 8 is rejected for the same reasons given with respect to 
claims 1 and 14 combined. 

Referring to claim 9, Dawson disclose the dispenser of claim 8, characterized in 
that the management system, the coordination device and the lock are arranged such 
that the data originating from the management system prevails over the data originating 
from the data input means (col. 6 line 43 to col. 7 line 25; see Figure 2). 
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Referring to claim 10, Dawson discloses a management network for security 
device for controlling access confined and secured space including: a lock as claims 1 
and 14 combined. Therefore, claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons given with 
respect to claims 1 and 14 combined. 

Referring to claim 11, Dawson discloses the network of claim 10, characterized in 
that said control circuit is arranged such that it only addresses the control pulses if said 
code matches the stored data and if the computer gives its agreement (col. 6 line 43 to 
col. 7 line 25; see Figure 2). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Monnier (US# 6,445,281) discloses a dynamically controlled electronic locking 
system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications form the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Au whose telephone number is (571) 272-3063. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30AI\/I - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached at (571) 272-2981 . The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571)-272- 
1817. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3050. 



Scott Au 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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